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Disaster 1S a sudden, calamitous event

bringing great damage, loss,
destruction and devastation to life and
property .

Disaster Management can be defined as
the organization and management of
resources and responsibilities for
dealing with all humanitarian aspects of

emergencies, In particular ,
and In order to lessen

the impact of disasters .
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http://www.ifrc.org/what/disasters/preparing/index.asp
http://www.ifrc.org/what/disasters/responding/index.asp
http://www.ifrc.org/what/disasters/recovering/index.asp

Disaster Preparedness  provides a platform
to design effective, realistic and
, reduces
duplication of efforts and increase the
overall effectiveness of National Soclieties,
household and
and

Disaster preparedness activities embedded
with risk reduction measures can prevent
disaster situations and also result in saving
maximum lives and livelihoods during any

, enabling the affected
population to get back to normalcy within a
short time period.
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http://www.ifrc.org/what/disasters/preparing/contingency.asp
http://www.ifrc.org/what/disasters/preparing/community.asp
http://www.ifrc.org/what/disasters/preparing/community.asp
http://www.ifrc.org/what/disasters/responding/index.asp
http://www.ifrc.org/what/disasters/responding/index.asp
http://www.ifrc.org/what/disasters/about/index.asp
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Natural disasters affect nations all over
the world .

Because of the large geographical size as
well as the Ilarge demography of the
country, India is often subjected to natural
disasters or calamities like

and occurring fairly
frequently and faces loss of lot of lives
and property .

India Is also prone to , one of
the most fatal natural disasters .



- The damage caused Dby disasters IS
.............. immeasur.able-----------------an@ ~varies....with..the .
geographical location, climate and the type
of the earth surface/degree of vulnerability

. This Iinfluences the mental, socio -economic,
political and cultural state of the affected
areas.

. There has been an increase In the number

of natural disasters over the past years, and
subsequently Increasing losses on account
of urbanization and population growth, as a
result of which the Impact of natural
disasters Is now felt to a great extent




- Natural disasters are not bound by political
or geographical boundaries and have no
' soclal or economic considerations.

. They affect both developing and developed
countries.

. They do not have respect for race, religion,
cast or creed.

. They are also merciless, and as such the
vulnerable tend to suffer more at the
Impact of natural disasters.

- A large number of grave and vulnerable
regions are in India. As a matter of fact, Natural
Disaster Management has emerged as a high
priority for the country.
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sl Going beyond the historical focus on
relief and rehabilitation after the event, we
now have to look ahead and plan for
disaster preparedness and mitigation, In
order that the periodic shocks to our
development efforts are optimized .

j’%Thus, a disaster may have the following
main features:

=) Unpredictability

=== Unfamiliarity

=) Speed

== Urgency

—==) Uncertainty
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SUSTAINABELE'DEVELOPMENT
AND DISASTER'MANAGEMENT

~ Physical vulnerabillity relates to the physical
location of people, their proximity to the hazard
zone and standards of safety maintained to
counter the effects.

. For instance, some people are vulnerable to floc
only because they live in a flood prone area.
Floods and high winds account for 60 per cent o
allrecurring natural disastens India.

. While substantial progress has been made in
other sectors of human development, there is
need to do more towards mitigating the effect of
d |SaSte I'S. drachintya@rediffmail.com



The country has integrated administrative
machinery for management of disasters at the
National, State, District and Sub - District
levels.

The basic responsibility of undertaking
rescue, relief and rehablilitation measures in
the event of natural disasters, as at present,

IS that of the State Governments concerned.

The Central Government supplements the
efforts of the States by providing financial and
logistic support.

Development Activities that do not
consider the Disaster Loss Perspective
fail to be sustainable.
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. The reference of sustainable
~ development is felt across the Globe.

. The emphasis of sustainable
- development Is to meet the demand of
present generation without

compromising the needs of future
generation .

. Sustainability Is the key word In the
development process.

. The Central Government supplements
the efforts of the States by providing
financial and logistic support .
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X The compounded costs of disasters
relating to loss of life, loss of assets,
economic activities, and cost of

reconstruction of not only assets but of
ives can scarcely be borne by any
community or nation .

x Therefore, all development schemes In
vulnerable areas should Iinclude a disaster
mitigation analysis, whereby the
feasibility of a project Iis assessed with
respect to vulnerability of the area and the
mitigation measures required for
sustainabllity
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o Envirenmental protection, afforestation
programme pollution control, construction
of earthquake resistant structures, etc.
should, therefore, have high priority within
the plans.

The growing awareness towards
environmental issues and stringent
polilution and environmental regulations
compel to practise prevention norms. The
emphasis is on waste u

ource
conservation,recovenyan
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