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PROLOGUE
-

There are two types of Natural
disasters

. Recurrent Disasters such as floods,
droughts, landslides, etc.

Non-recurrent Disasters such as
earthquakes, cyclones, etc.
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Since the creation of this universe,

no place on our planet Is free from
disasters due to natural events such
as floods, landslides, cyclones,
volcanic eruptions, earthquakes,
tsunamis, etc.

The nature and extent of
preparedness for disasters Involve a
complete spectrum of variety from
avalanches to floods, earthguakes,

landslides and so on.

drachintya@rediffmail.com



#@ Mitigating the effects of natural disasters
requires an Integrated and scientific
approach calling for collective and
coordinated efforts of all agencies i
International, governmental and voluntary.

@ Preparedness for the mitigation of
disasters Includes the development,
adoption and Implementation of
multipronged approaches comprising
various disciplines such as estimation and
evaluation of risk and technologica
assessment with respect to design anc
construction, financing, education anc
above all, p e o p |paracygyation.
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ELEMENTS OF RISK
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DISASTERS AND DAMAG
(N

Disasters may be classified intO m==)
Direct, Indirect and Intangible ones.

Direct Disasters include damage to
residence, human lives, stores, industries,
etc. Losses due to direct disasters are
apparent ones, which can be assessed by
the cost of repair or replacement of all
physical damages caused by the disasters.
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Indirect disasters Include the
damage to business, service and
economic activity . This becomes
sometimes so complex as to make
even a rough estimate difficult and it is
often expressed as proportion, 1I.e. 0.5
to 1.0 times or more of direct disaster .

Intanqible disasters __ are not subject
to direct money -evaluation . They
Include effects upon health, social and
economic security .
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- There are however valid and cogent
reasons for Dbelieving that

than  those which
have occurred In the past,

rapid industrialization, urbanization,
Increased land-use and on top of all,

growing population world oMel.eredimai.con



. Disasters ofrecurrent andnon-
recurrent natureare liable to
continue to occur for all time to
come and MAN CANNOT
PREVENT THEM.

- All he can do Is to take steps for
safety and thus prevent the
iIncreasinglyappallinglosses of life
and property, makinguse of available
advanced technologies at his
disposal drachintya@rediftmail cor







